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     ONCE UPON A TIME…from Feilding Star 1 May 1888   

Business people in Feilding hold very decided opinions on the fu-

ture of the town and anticipate a largely increased volume of trade 

in a few years to come. It is claimed now that the station is one of 

the best paying ones on the section, but this is due mainly to the 

timber trade which cannot be termed a permanent industry.  

The town , however, is situate (sic) in a very well favoured district 

and is the centre from which a large number of roads radiate. In 

one direction there is a good road to the Makino district, in another 

to Awahuri, another to Taonui and in another—the most important 

of all -to Kiwitea and the small farm settlements. 

The settlement in the Kiwitea district of late has been enormous 

and the natural result is largely to increase the volume of trade 

with Feilding. 

Altogether the prospects for the future are hopeful and it is to be 

devoutly wished that the anticipations of those interested will not 

go unrealised. 

And another from the Feilding Star 17 May 1888 shows us 

just how things have changed in 2023 !! 

Some youngsters made several indecent drawings 

on the windows of the Post Office on Sunday last. It 

may be interesting for parents to know the penalty 

for this offence under the Police Offences Act, 1884 

is twelve months imprisonment with hard labour. 

 Now in 2023 the Summary Offences Act (section 11 “Wilfull 

Damage”) the maximum penalty is a prison term of up to 3 

months or a fine of $2000 or both. More often these days, a 

short term of ‘Community Service’ is the only punishment and 

hard labour’ is, it seems, a breach of personal freedom rules. 

 

                             PRESENTATION AFTERNOON TEA  

On Thursday 9th February, two special presentations were made 
at the Museum. The first was a special art work by Jackie William-
son, renowned for her portrayal of horses, given to Maurice Watt 
at the opening of the Bowen 
Street Museum. Maurice 
eventually gave this picture 
to Peter Olsen and Peter has 
now decided the Museum 
would be the best place to 
display Jackie’s painting.   

The afternoon concluded 
with a Certificate of         
Appreciation presentation to 
Stewart Collis. At 93 years 
old, Stewart, as a member 
of the Manawatu Historic Ve-
hicle Collection group has been   
a volunteer at Coach House  
for many years and has now 
decided it is time to ‘retire’.  

   Stewart & Nola Collis 

Peter Olsen & Maurice Watt  

‘Wavin Watt and Wagonmaster ‘  
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 THE MANAWATU GORGE 
ROAD 

Maori mythology tells that on 
the slopes of the mountain 
Puketoi a great Totara tree 
became possessed of the  
spirit Okatia and forced its 
way through the Ruahine and 
Tararua creating the gorge in 
the process. The first Māori to 
discover the gorge was 
Whātonga, an explorer from 
the Kirahaupo canoe about 

800 years ago.                                                                                                                                                  
Te Apiti or Te Au-rere-a-te-tonga was the name given to the gorge 
translated as The Narrowing or Narrow passage.                                          
Europeans began using the gorge track in the 1840's and Bishop 
Selwyn and Chief Justice William Martin travelled through there in 
1842 on their way to the Wairarapa. The gorge takes its name 
from the river Manawatu which in turn translates as ‘heart stand-
ing still’ or manawa ‘heart’and tu ‘coming to a halt’.  It is said that 

Haunui-a-
nanaia used 
the phrase 
when he first 
saw the river 
in his search 
for his wife 
Wairaka. 

With the river 
eroding the 
land the rang-
es were 
forced up-
wards where-
as most other 
gorges for-

mation was as a result of just the land erosion. The Manawatu Riv-
er is the only river in New Zealand that starts on one side of the 
country and crosses through the ranges to the other coast.        
The original road was opened in 1872 though it would not have 
been recognised as a road by today’s motorists. With a ford allow-
ing dubious access, the Upper Gorge Bridge was built at a cost of 
11,000 pounds.  

Wi Duncan recalled walking the track in 1870 on his way to the   
Pohangina River to harvest whitebait, karaka berries and eels.  The 

first Pakeha he saw were working on the 
road near Woodville. There was no bridge 
at either end and a ferry service operated 
at Ashhurst while a precarious flying fox 
arrangement was used near Woodville to 
carry coach passengers across the river.  A 
toll was levied in 1875. A trip through the 
Gorge in those early days was something 
of a terrifying experience remembered for 
many years by 
some. The local 
Roads Board 

and Provincial Council initially became 
responsible for developing and main-
taining the roads.  Over the years the 
Manawatu Gorge Road has suffered 
many slips and washouts. In 1909 a 
bush fire made the hillside so unstable 
that the road was closed for a year.                          

In the 1950's and 60’s ,Tom Stoneley recalls the road being so nar-
row that the stock crates of trucks frequently scraped past each 
other and the rock face.                            
In 2011 it was closed for 14 months by a large slip and in 2017 it 
all came to an end with another huge slip and the subsequent dis-
covery that the ground would always remain unstable and with 
fault lines running beneath the road it would be dangerous to at-
tempt to reopen.  
Construction started on the 11.5km road, Te Ahu a Turanga. 
Manawatū Tararua Highway, in January 2021. It is planned to 

open in December 
2024. This four-lane 
road will replace the  
former State Highway 
3 through the Mana-
watū Gorge. The Sad-
dle Road crosses the 
Ruahine ranges and the 
Pahiatua Track crosses 
the Tararua Ranges so  
the new highway will 
replace the SH 3 that     

followed the Manawatu River’s path through the gorge.             
                                                                                            GB 

 

The Manawatu  River between Remutaka 
and Tararua Ranges 

Upper Gorge Bridge circa 1876 

Slip stops Gorge traffic 
Cutting back road overhang 

Man .Even. Standard Nov  1969 


